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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 - 1 8 are subject to examination. 

Specification 

2. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. The present title, Active 
management for SOHO Networking, is too broad and is not sufficient for proper classification of 
the claimed subject matter. 

Drawings 

3. The figures submitted on 1/22/04 are acknowledged. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claims 1-1 8 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 1 mentions, "computer, an active management", which should be -computer, and 

an active management--; "a active", which should be -an active--; 
Claim 8 mentions, "the a set", which should be ~a set- 
Claim 9 mentions, "device, a method", which should be -device implementing a method- 

-; "a active", which should be -an active—; 

Claim 17 mentions, "device, a system", which should be -device, and a system- 
Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 



5. Claims 1-8, 17, 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to a non-statutory subject matter. The claims 1-8, 17, 18 claim a system having modules 
/ means for that are not limited to hardware and hence do not fall into any of the statutory 
categories. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Young et al. 
2003/0093563 (Hereinafter Young). 

8. Referring to claim 1 , Young discloses in a SOHO network having a SOHO network 
device and an active management computer, an active management system for controlling real- 
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time operation of the SOHO network device (e.g., page 3) comprising: a active management 
console module configured to operate in the active management personal computer (e.g., page 
3);, the active management console module for enabling real-time communication of active 
management queries between the SOHO network device and a user at the active management 
personal computer during operation of the SOHO network device (e.g., page 3); and an active 
management agent module configured to operate in the SOHO network device for 
communicating real-time active management queries between the active management console 
module and the SOHO network device (e.g., page 4). 

9. Referring to claim 2, Young discloses the claimed limitations as rejected above. Young 
also discloses a firewall module configured to operate in the SOHO network device and 
communicatively coupled to the console agent for implementing firewall rules in response to 
query responses from a user (e.g., page 3). 

10. Referring to claim 3, Young discloses the claimed limitations as rejected above. Young 
also discloses wherein the active management agent module further comprises a memory .device 
for storing a set of lists (e.g., page 5). 

1 1 . Referring to claim 4, Young discloses the claimed limitations as rejected above. Young 
also discloses wherein the set of lists comprises at least one of an approved internal IP address 
list, an approved destination IP addresses and ports list, a content managed computer identifier 
list, and a content approved URL and Domain Name list (e.g., page 5). 
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12. Referring to claim 5, Young discloses the claimed limitations as rejected above. Young 
also discloses a second active management console module operating in a second active 
management personal computer in the SOHO network (e.g., page 4). 

13. Referring to claim 6, Young discloses the claimed limitations as rejected above. Young 
also discloses wherein the active management console module is implemented in software 
executable by a processor in a personal computer (e.g., page 3). 

14. Referring to claim 7, Young discloses the claimed limitations as rejected above. Young 
also discloses wherein the active management agent module is implemented in software 
executable by a processor in the SOHO network device (e.g., page 5). 

15. Referring to claim 8, Young discloses the claimed limitations as rejected above. Young 
also discloses wherein the active management agent module and the active management console 
module include a protocol stack, the protocol stack for enabling communications between the 
active management agent module and the active management console module to implement the a 
set of active management gateway functions (e.g., page 4). 

16. Referring to claim 9, Young discloses in a SOHO network having an active management 
computer and a gateway device, a method for enabling real-time user input for implementing 
active management gateway functions (e.g., page 3), the method comprising: receiving one or 
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more data packets that trigger a code to implement an active management gateway function (e.g., 
page 3); in response to receiving the one or more data packets, sending an active management 
query from the gateway device to a active management console module at the active 
management computer (e.g., page 3); receiving an active management query response from the 
active management console module at the active management computer (e.g., page 3); and in 
response to receiving the active management query response, implementing the active 
management gateway function at the gateway device according to the information provided in 
the active management query response (e.g., page 4). 

17. Referring to claim 10, Young discloses the claimed limitations as rejected above. Young 
also discloses displaying options based on the active management query to a user at the active 
management personal computer (e.g., page 5). 

18. Referring to claim 11, Young discloses the claimed limitations as rejected above. Young 
also discloses wherein the active management gateway function is a user input based firewall 
rule (e.g., page 5). 

19. Referring to claim 12, Young discloses the claimed limitations as rejected above. Young 
also discloses wherein the active management gateway function is a real-time, personal, content- 
filtering function to prompt a user at the active management computer for access authorization 
based on one of a domain name or a URL (e.g., page 4). 
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20. Referring to claim 13, Young discloses the claimed limitations as rejected above. Young 
also discloses in response to receiving an active management query response from the active 
management console module indicating an access grant to a domain name, storing an identifier 
corresponding to the domain name with an access rule to be automatically implemented for 
subsequent accessing of said domain (e.g., page 3). 

21 . Referring to claim 14, Young discloses the claimed limitations as rejected above. Young 
also discloses wherein the active management gateway function is a real-time, user access 
authorization function to prompt a user at the active management personal computer for access 
authorization to a WAN for a second personal computer in the SOHO network (e.g., page 4). 

22. Referring to claim 15, Young discloses the claimed limitations as rejected above. Young 
also discloses wherein the access authorization is based on one of a user name or a network 
computer identification (e.g., page 5). 

23. Referring to claim 16, Young discloses the claimed limitations as rejected above. Young 
also discloses wherein implementing active management gateway function includes a creating an 
ALG at the SOHO network device in response to a user approval of a suggested ALG 
authorization request included in the active management query (e.g., page 4). 

24. Referring to claim 17, Young discloses in a SOHO network having an active 
management computer and a gateway device, a system for enabling real-time user input for 
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implementing active management gateway functions (e.g., page 3), the system comprising: 
means for receiving one or more data packets that trigger a code to implement an active 
management gateway function (e.g., page 3); means for sending an active management query 
from the gateway device to an active management computer in response to receiving the one or 
more data packets (e.g., page 3); means for receiving an active management query response from 
the active management computer; and means for implementing the active management gateway 
function at the gateway device according to the information provided in the active management 
query response in response to receiving the active management query response (e.g., page 4). 

25. Referring to claim 18, Young discloses the claimed limitations as rejected above. Young 
also discloses means for displaying options based on the active management query to a user at 
the active management personal computer (e.g., page 4). 

26. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Dixon et al. 
2006/015935, Microsoft Corporation (Hereinafter Dixon-Microsoft). 

27. Referring to claim 1, Dixon-Microsoft discloses in a SOHO network having a SOHO 
network device and an active management computer, an active management system for 
controlling real-time operation of the SOHO network device (e.g. page 4) comprising: a active 
management console module configured to operate in the active management personal computer 
(e.g., page 3), the active management console module for enabling real-time communication of 
active management queries between the SOHO network device and a user at the active 
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management personal computer during operation of the SOHO network device (e.g., page 3); 
and an active management agent module configured to operate in the SOHO network device for 
communicating real-time active management queries between the active management console 
module and the SOHO network device (e.g., page 4) . 

28. Referring to claim 2, Dixon-Microsoft discloses the claimed limitations as rejected 
above. Dixon-Microsoft also discloses a firewall module configured to operate in the SOHO 
network device and communicatively coupled to the console agent for implementing firewall 
rules in response to query responses from a user (e.g., page 4). 

29. Referring to claim 3, Dixon-Microsoft discloses the claimed limitations as rejected 
above. Dixon-Microsoft also discloses wherein the active management agent module further 
comprises a memory device for storing a set of lists (e.g., page 5). 

30. Referring to claim 4, Dixon-Microsoft discloses the claimed limitations as rejected 
above. Dixon-Microsoft also discloses wherein the set of lists comprises at least one of an 
approved internal IP address list, an approved destination IP addresses and ports list, a content 
managed computer identifier list, and a content approved URL and Domain Name list (e.g., page 
5). 
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3 1 . Referring to claim 5, Dixon-Microsoft discloses the claimed limitations as rejected 
above. Dixon-Microsoft also discloses a second active management console module operating in 
a second active management personal computer in the SOHO network (e.g., page 4). 

32. Referring to claim 6, Dixon-Microsoft discloses the claimed limitations as rejected 
above. Dixon-Microsoft also discloses wherein the active management console module is 
implemented in software executable by a processor in a personal computer (e.g., page 3). 

33. Referring to claim 7, Dixon-Microsoft discloses the claimed limitations as rejected 
above. Dixon-Microsoft also discloses wherein the active management agent module is 
implemented in software executable by a processor in the SOHO network device (e.g., page 3). 

34. Referring to claim 8, Dixon-Microsoft discloses the claimed limitations as rejected 
above. Dixon-Microsoft also discloses wherein the active management agent module and the 
active management console module include a protocol stack, the protocol stack for enabling 
communications between the active management agent module and the active management 
console module to implement the a set of active management gateway functions (e.g., page 3). 

35. Referring to claim 9, Dixon-Microsoft discloses in a SOHO network having an active 
management computer and a gateway device, a method for enabling real-time user input for 
implementing active management gateway functions (e.g., page 4), the method comprising: 
receiving one or more data packets that trigger a code to implement an active management 
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gateway function (e.g., page 5); in response to receiving the one or more data packets, sending an 
active management query from the gateway device to a active management console module at 
the active management computer (e.g., page 5); receiving an active management query response 
from the active management console module at the active management computer (e.g., page 5); 
and in response to receiving the active management query response, implementing the active 
management gateway function at the gateway device according to the information provided in 
the active management query response (e.g., page 5). 

36. Referring to claim 10, Dixon-Microsoft discloses the claimed limitations as rejected 
above. Dixon-Microsoft also discloses displaying options based on the active management query 
to a user at the active management personal computer (e.g., page 4). 

37. Referring to claim 11, Dixon-Microsoft discloses the claimed limitations as rejected 
above. Dixon-Microsoft also discloses wherein the active management gateway function is a 
user input based firewall rule (e.g., page 3). 

38. Referring to claim 12, Dixon-Microsoft discloses the claimed limitations as rejected 
above. Dixon-Microsoft also discloses wherein the active management gateway function is a 
real-time, personal, content-filtering function to prompt a user at the active management 
computer for access authorization based on one of a domain name or a URL (e.g., page 5). 
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39. Referring to claim 13, Dixon-Microsoft discloses the claimed limitations as rejected 
above. Dixon-Microsoft also discloses in response to receiving an active management query 
response from the active management console module indicating an access grant to a domain 
name, storing an identifier corresponding to the domain name with an access rule to be 
automatically implemented for subsequent accessing of said domain (e.g., page 4). 

40. Referring to claim 14, Dixon-Microsoft discloses the claimed limitations as rejected 
above. Dixon-Microsoft also discloses wherein the active management gateway function is a 
real-time, user access authorization function to prompt a user at the active management personal 
computer for access authorization to a WAN for a second personal computer in the SOHO 
network (e.g., page 4). 

4 1 . Referring to claim 15, Dixon-Microsoft discloses the claimed limitations as rejected 
above. Dixon-Microsoft also discloses wherein the access authorization is based on one of a user 
name or a network computer identification (e.g., page 6). 

42. Referring to claim 16, Dixon-Microsoft discloses the claimed limitations as rejected 
above. Dixon-Microsoft also discloses wherein implementing active management gateway 
function includes a creating an ALG at the SOHO network device in response to a user approval 
of a suggested ALG authorization request included in the active management query (e.g., page 
5). 
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43. Referring to claim 17 5 Dixon-Microsoft discloses in a SOHO network having an active 
management computer and a gateway device, a system for enabling real-time user input for 
implementing active management gateway functions (e.g., page 4), the system comprising: 
means for receiving one or more data packets that trigger a code to implement an active 
management gateway function (e.g., page 3); means for sending an active management query 
from the gateway device to an active management computer in response to receiving the one or 
more data packets (e.g., page 3); means for receiving an active management query response from 
the active management computer; and means for implementing the active management gateway 
function at the gateway device according to the information provided in the active management 
query response in response to receiving the active management query response (e.g., page 4). 

44. Referring to claim 1 8, Dixon-Microsoft discloses the claimed limitations as rejected 
above. Dixon-Microsoft also discloses means for displaying options based on the active 
management query to a user at the active management personal computer (e.g., page 4). 



Conclusion 

Multiple references are used for the rejections to demonstrate that several references 
disclose the broadly claimed subject matter of the claims. 

Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers and/or paragraphs and/or 
sections and/or page numbers in the reference(s) as applied to the claims above for the 
convenience of the applicant. Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings 
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of the art and are applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages 
and figures may apply as well It is respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing 
responses, to fully consider the references in entirety, as potentially teaching, all or part of the 
claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage, as taught by the prior art or disclosed by 
the Examiner. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Haresh Patel whose telephone number is (571) 272-3973. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 10:00 am to 
8:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Flynn, can be reached at (571) 272-1915. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Haresh Patel 
August 28, 2007 



